Curriculum Statement

At Crowhurst, our aim is for pupils to develop the knowledge and skills to be successful,
independent, collaborative and motivated learners, helping them to develop the qualities they need
to succeed and enjoy happiness in life.

We are very proud of our rich and varied curriculum which caters for every child’s needs. We are
confident that it enables pupils to not only excel in reading, writing and mathematics, but also
develops their knowledge, skills and understanding across a wide range of subjects.

Our curriculum:
e Isinclusive and responsive to allow every child to achieve their potential;

e Reflects children's interests, their locality and the world in order to make learning relevant
and personal;

e Isinteractive and fun to develop children's creativity and collaboration.

The Crowhurst Curriculum is organised into clear topic themes for each year group. These themes
enable pupils to practise, develop, refine and apply skills by integrating knowledge and skills. As well
as the statutory curriculum, we provide additional opportunities for children to deepen and enhance
their learning experience here. These include:

e Violalessons for Y2;

e Swimming lessons for Y4;

o  Off-site gymnastics lessons with specialist coaches

e  Curriculum enrichment mornings as part of our local cluster of schools
e Residential visits in Yr 3/4 and Yr 5/6

e Bikeability in Yr 5/6

Extra-curricular activities e.g. BOOM active sports sessions before and after school along with clubs
delivered by staff provide children with the opportunity to take their learning beyond the school
day.

Please click on the link below if you would like to find out more about the National Curriculum;

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/425601/PRIMARY
national curriculum.pdf

You can also find out more about what is going on in each class by accessing the termly curriculum
letter for each class and making an appointment with the class teacher on parent consultation
evenings.

Core Subjects

Literacy

Literacy skills are essential for accessing opportunities throughout life and attainment in school. Our

English curriculum includes speaking and listening, reading, writing, spelling, handwriting and drama.
We follow the National Curriculum for English. It aims to ensure that all pupils can do the

following: read easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of reading widely and


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf

often, for both pleasure and information; acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar
and knowledge of linguistic convention for reading, writing and spoken language; appreciate our rich
and varied literary heritage; write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and
style for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences; use discussion in order to learn (they should
be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas); are competent in the arts of
speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in
debate.

Reading and Writing

We aim to provide our children with a clear purpose for all reading and, especially, for writing tasks.
Whether it is a persuasive letter to the Head Teacher, an e-mail to an author or an article for a local
newspaper about the building of a local link road, our pupils know why the quality of their writing
matters; there will be a real audience for their work. Our classroom environments reflect our
commitment to improve reading and writing. Children's work is displayed proudly, and there is a
range of learning prompts to inspire and support all pupils. The quality of the presentation of the
work produced matters at our school; children take pride in improving their handwriting and
developing their fluency.

Phonics

In the Early Years and Key Stage One the children are taught phonics every day consistently following
the Letters and Sounds Phonics Scheme, supported by No-Nonsense Phonics. Our phonics and
spelling activities are fun, multi-sensory and as physical as possible; we want to meet all learning
styles. Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. Children are taught how to
recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; identify the sounds that different
combinations of letters (graphemes) make-such as 'sh' or '00'; blend these sounds together from left
to right to make a word. Children use this knowledge to 'de-code' new words that they hear or see.
This is the first important step in learning to read. Although some words do not lend themselves to
this method of teaching, it has been found that children who have been taught phonics tend to read
more accurately than those taught using other methods such as 'look and say'. This includes children
who find learning to read difficult-for example, those who have dyslexia. Tricky words are taught in a
visual way through repetition. We use the

Reading for Pleasure

Our intention is that children should read widely for pleasure and for meaning. The curriculum
stipulates that children should experience a range of literature, non-fiction and other genres. It
highlights the pivotol role of schools in ensuring that reading takes place beyond the school gate.
Our school uses book bags and a reading record, which is a great way for teachers and parents to
communicate about what children have read. The reading record can tell you whether your child has
enjoyed a particular book and, also, highlight problems or successes they have had, either at home
or at school. We want all of our children to read to an adult every day at home; please support us
with this. We use an incentive with certificates and stickers for every 20 home reads alongside a
display in the library to encourage all children to grow as daily readers.

Mathematics

Mathematics teaching and learning opens a world of opportunity for our children. Mathematics
equips them with a powerful set of tools to understand and live fully in the world. These tools
include logical reasoning, problem-solving skills, and the ability to think in abstract ways. At
Crowhurst we use a teaching for mastery approach which we have developed by participating in
Sussex Maths Hub Teacher Research Groups. This is based on the five key ideas: coherence,



representation and structure, Mathematical thinking, fluency and variation. This fulfils the National
Curriculum for Mathematics.

Science

Children at Crowhurst take a lively interest in the world around them and we focus this interest
towards the learning expectations of the National Curriculum for each age group. Our emphasis is on
scientific enquiry and experimentation, which means that we encourage children, from the early
years onwards, to investigate through observation, questioning, making predictions, testing,
discussing, recording and explaining their own findings. Topics of learning include “ourselves”,
animal and plant life, materials and their properties, electricity and magnetism, forces and the Earth.
We believe in the importance of first-hand experience in learning about Science, so we are fortunate
in having a beautiful and varied school environment, including our garden and developing wildlife
areas. We place a strong emphasis on environmental matters and eco-projects. We promote
outdoor learning opportunities.

Other Subjects

Computing

We want children at Crowhurst to be responsible, enquiring, questioning, safe, competent,
confident and creative users of information and communication technology. They will develop an
understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science.
They will analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. They will evaluate and apply
information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems.

Art and Design

Children at Crowhurst will develop an awareness of past and present artists, including craftspeople
and designers, and how these have influenced our culture. They will acquire a range of techniques
and skills through first-hand experiences. They will develop artistic creativity, engage in the creative
process and be inspired and challenged by art. They will be able to express the world around them
through creativity in many forms such as drawing, painting, printing, collage, sculpture and textiles.

Music

Children at Crowhurst will engage with and be inspired to develop a love of music. They will perform,
listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and
traditions. They will learn the enjoyment of singing and using their voices, to create and compose
music on their own and with others. They will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument
and use technology appropriately. They will understand and explore how music is created, produced
and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics,
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Design Technology

Children learn by disassembling, undertaking focused practical tasks and designing, making and
evaluating products that solve real and relevant problems. They take risks and are resourceful,
innovative, enterprising and capable.



History

Children at Crowhurst develop an understanding of chronology, starting with their personal
experience, moving onto how their lives are affected by the events of the past, an understanding of
historical concepts, and the ability to question sources and accounts and an enjoyment of history.

Geography

Pupils will leave Crowhurst with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will
remain with them for the rest of their lives. Pupils will have a knowledge about diverse places,
people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the
Earth’s key physical and human processes.

Physical Education (PE)

Children will leave Crowhurst with the competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities;
they will be physically active for sustained periods of time, engage in competitive sports and
activities, and lead healthy, active lives. Physical Education includes a programme of gymnastics,
swimming, games, dance, outdoor and adventurous activities.

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)

Children at Crowhurst develop self-confidence and a sense of their own and others’ values,
attitudes, beliefs, rights and responsibilities. They will have opportunities to gain accurate and
relevant knowledge and the skills and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling,
responsible and balanced lives.

In line with East Sussex guidance, Sex and Relationships Education and Drug Education are part of
our two-year cycle of PSHE teaching and learning for all pupils, at an age-appropriate level. These
topics are often taught alongside the Science schemes of work for learning about the human body,
because they duplicate Science learning objectives from the National Curriculum. Parents/carers are
able to withdraw their child from all, or part, of the Sex and Relationship Education provided, if they
so wish - other than those elements which are required by the National Curriculum Science Order.

Religious Education (RE)

Children at Crowhurst will experience a coherent framework to allow for deeper levels of knowledge
and understanding of religious and non-religious life stances. Children will develop respect and
sensitivity, so that, as future citizens, they will value and celebrate cultural and religious diversity, in
peaceful co-existence. Opportunities will be provided for pupils to explore their own beliefs, values
and traditions through study, visitors to our school and with visits to related places of worship.

French (MFL)

Children will leave Crowhurst understanding and responding to spoken and written language and
with a growing awareness of French speaking countries and cultures. They speak with increasing
confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say,
including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their
pronunciation and intonation.



EYFS

In their first year at Crowhurst, children follow a child-centered, skills-based curriculum. Daily
provision consists of a combination of child-initiated learning and teacher-directed learning. At the
beginning of the year, the majority of the day will be child-initiated learning, with the balance
gradually shifting as the year progresses. During child initiated learning, children are provided with
extensive opportunities to develop their own skills and interests. This facilitates independent
learning, improves social skills, and aids personal organisation. Children are assessed continually
through recorded observations that inform future planning to ensure continual progression.
Learning is focused on The Early Years Foundation Stage principles. These principles set the
standards for learning, development and care. Foundation Stage children follow the revised EYFS
curriculum.

This is made up of three Prime Areas of learning:
Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

And four Specific areas of learning:
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding of the World
Expressive Arts and Design



